
I am writing to urge the FCC to not loosen the rules concerning media mergers
and intra-market ownership
of multiple media. Despite the apparent wide range of media choices available to
audiences, there is an increasing
homogeneity and uniformity, even without the current rules being loosened. The
airwaves are a limited, public resource
that should not be under the effective control of a small number of large
corporate entities. Diversity and alternative
opinions will be further squeezed out of the public debate should further
consolidation be encouraged. The contrast between
the huge diversity and range of FM programming, particularly music programming,
available 25 years ago vs. today is striking.
Not only is there an increasing 'sameness' from one region of the country to the
other, but also there is very little difference
within a market. If anything, the FCC should be encouraging more diversity and
fewer mergers than more. We are moving in the
wrong direction and the American public deserves better.


